Dr. Kristin Nagy Catz has served as Director of University Assessment at Southern Oregon
University for over eight years. She oversaw the periodic review of all academic and support
programs at the institution. She designed and ran the Academic Program Review as well as
assessment reporting process across campus. In addition to serving as Director of University
Assessment, she was also the coordinator of an SOU graduate program and previously sat on
SOU’s university-wide graduate council. As part of the coordination of the graduate program,
she taught a year-long sequence on research writing and methods. She was one of the lead
authors of SOU’s NWCCU accreditation report and served as both a participant and chair of
NWCCU evaluation teams. She is currently the chair of the state of Oregon’s Learning Outcomes
and Assessment Committee, which is comprised of representatives from all of the Oregon
public universities and community colleges. As chair of LO&A, she has organized two statewide
conferences for faculty professional development. She has been the institutional lead on the
Multi-State Collaborative/VALUE project at SOU and is an expert scorer using the Association of
American Colleges and Universities (AAC&U) value rubric to evaluate critical thinking of
students across the nation. SOU is a Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP) school, and
she has represented Oregon in its LEAP initiatives.

Prior to her time at SOU, she worked at the University of California Berkeley’s Lawrence Hall of
Science on several research grants focused on curriculum development and assessment
projects. She was the Assessment Specialist for numerous projects including Activation Lab,
SEPUP, Kepler, YO!, ACES, Seeds of Science & Roots of Reading, and Ocean Literacy Index. She
has her Ph.D. in Science Education and Human Development from Vanderbilt University, her
Master’s from the University of Cincinnati in Biological Sciences, and her Bacherlor’s degree
from Vanderbilt University in Molecular Biology.



